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THE FIRST
BY LISA M. GREEN
A tale of myth, mystery, and a past long forgotten...
Something is out there. And the people live in constant fear.
But their biggest threat lies within their own village. Everyone
and everything is dying, slowly and without hope of salvation.
In a world where almost nothing is truth and isolation is the
purest form of self-deception, the possibility of hope exists
only in the heart and mind of a young woman who chooses to
follow an unknown path in order to save everyone she knows
and loves. Before long, she discovers that her most vital
beliefs are based on a deception that will rock the foundation
of her entire people. To save them, she must learn to open
her heart and sacrifice… everything.
You may think you have heard this story before, but be
warned. You haven’t.

PRAISE FOR THE FIRST

BOOK DETAILS
PUBLISHER: Trident Publishing

"a beautifully written novel"

CATEGORY: Fantasy/Fairy Tales & Mythology

Ella's Book Reviews

RELEASE DATE: February 25, 2014
ISBN: 978-0-615-95814-9

"very different and yet quite beautiful"

PAGES: 326

LizLovesBooks

TRIM SIZE: 6 x 9 (paperback)
FORMATS: print, ebook, audiobook

"something better and beyond a simplistic twist"

Available from IngramSpark, Amazon, and others

Trollking Book Reviews

ABOUT ME

sales@lisamgreen.com

Lisa M. Green writes stories of myth and magic, weaving
fairy tales into fantasy. She is the author of the mythic
and paranormal fantasy novel The First. Lisa enjoys

facebook.com/authorlmgreen

twitter.com/AuthorLMGreen

reading, writing, cooking, traveling, hiking, and playing
video games that girls aren’t supposed to like.

Learn more at lisamgreen.com

instagram.com/authorlmgreen

Author Bio
Short Bio:
Lisa M. Green writes stories of myth and magic, weaving fairy tales into
fantasy.
Medium Bio:
Lisa M. Green writes stories of myth and magic, weaving fairy tales into
fantasy. She is the author of the mythic and paranormal fantasy novel
The First. Lisa enjoys reading, writing, cooking, traveling, hiking, and
playing video games that girls aren’t supposed to like. Visit
lisamgreen.com for more information about the author and her books.
Long Bio:
Lisa M. Green writes stories of myth and magic, weaving fairy tales into
fantasy. She is the author of the mythic and paranormal fantasy novel The
First, as well as a high school English teacher. Born in Atlanta, Georgia, she
began writing at a very young age and even considered a career in
screenwriting or journalism. Throughout her childhood, she drove
everyone insane with her constant stories and plays. Friends and family
were forced to watch—and often take part in—a plethora of theatrical
performances. This passion for writing won her the very notable and
prestigious Fourth Grade Writing Award in elementary school; she was
very proud. Lisa enjoys reading, writing, cooking, traveling, hiking, and
playing video games that girls aren’t supposed to like. Visit lisamgreen.com
for more information about the author and her books.
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Q & A with Author Lisa M. Green
When did you first start writing?
Possibly at birth? I was certainly very young. I won the writing award for my grade when I was in the
fourth grade, and I know I was writing long before that, so early elementary school would probably
be the most accurate answer. I wrote more and more throughout middle and high school, but I
slowed down as I got older. I didn't follow my dream of writing a book until last year when I started
my debut novel, The First.
What's the story behind your latest book?
I have always been interested in fairy tales and mythology of all types. Archetypes and their patterns
are a fascinating subject for me, and I love to think about the story behind the story. Finding an
interconnectedness among ideas is like finding the toy in the cereal box, only far more gratifying and
useful. I wanted to create a story that was a complete enigma at first but slowly unravels to reveal the
hidden meaning.
What are you working on next?
A series, I think. It will be some form of fantasy, possibly a little bit of steampunk. I have a lot written
down, but it's too early to talk about it yet.
What do your fans mean to you?
The world. Literally. I thank them continuously for believing in me and supporting me throughout this
entire process. And for their patience. Bless them!
What is the greatest joy of writing for you?
Sharing my story. That's it. There is no greater joy. Not money. Not fame (though both would be
great). Leaving my legacy in the form of my stories is the biggest accomplishment I can imagine.
When you're not writing, how do you spend your time?
My hobbies include reading, cooking, traveling, sleeping, and playing video games (yep).
What do you read for pleasure?
For the most part, I enjoy fantasy and science fiction novels. If you were to sneak a peek at my Kindle
reader, you would also see quite a few young adult books as well, though they still tend to be on the
fantasy side of that genre.
Who are your favorite authors?
That's difficult to limit, but the top ones would be Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, Ursula Leguin, Douglas Adams,
J.K. Rowling, Sarah J. Maas (she's fairly new, writes YA fantasy - LOVE her), and Garth Nix.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MEDIA CONTACT: Lisa M. Green
Email: email@lisamgreen.com Phone: (404) 590-1210
Web: lisamgreen.com or tridentpub.com

PRESS RELEASE

Enter the World of the Shadows with Local Author Lisa M. Green’s Novel of
Mythic and Paranormal Fantasy
DOUGLASVILLE, Ga. – The First is the debut novel from author Lisa M. Green, a local high school English and Special Education teacher.
With a storyline that crosses boundaries between mythic and paranormal fantasy, The First is a story of truth and trust, salvation and
sacrifice. Every story has a hero, and every story involves a journey. So what makes this book any different?
Everything about this story is shrouded in mystery. At some time, in some place, a civilization is dying. They’re not yet aware that they’re
dying, but their imminent death is a slowly evolving nightmare. Outside the village, evil beings keep the people locked away in fear.
When the protagonist discovers some disturbing things— about their past and perhaps their future— she, with some friends, travels
beyond their known world into the wilderness beyond. The evil that exists outside the village haunts their every step. The journey will lead
her, and her companions, into the darkest places within themselves and make them question everything they know about their world.
Before long, she discovers that her most vital beliefs are based on a deception that will rock the foundation of her entire people. To save
them, she must learn to open her heart and sacrifice…everything.
Kimberly Grenfell of Imagination Ether Press states, "Spending a great deal of time in various writing circles helps one develop a 'nose' for
who’s serious about their writing success, and who merely 'dabbles' or attempts self-publishing for that alleged 'easy way out'....No doubt
Lisa is the former—strong and serious with an eye on success….”
Lisa M. Green began writing at a very young age and even considered a career in screenwriting or journalism. As a teacher, she enjoys
educating high school students about writing.
“I believe that reading for pleasure is vital to our own personal happiness and wholeness. Without it, our imagination suffers,” explains
Green. “I want to spark those dreams back to life and make people remember that stories are simply our way of trying to understand our
own lives. My book is for adults and young adults alike. There is no age restriction or boundary when it comes to the imagination.”
If you enjoy fantasy novels such as the Earthsea series by Ursula K. LeGuin or the paranormal aspects of C.S. Lewis’s The Space Trilogy,
you should definitely check out this book.
“Reading is all about what makes you happy, and everyone’s interests vary as widely as the people themselves. My hope is that my story
touches someone, somewhere, even if only for a moment in time,” says Mrs. Green.
The First will be available February 25, 2014 from most online book retailers. You can also order it from your local bookstore or directly
from the author’s website at lisamgreen.com.
The First
By Lisa M. Green
Trident Publishing
6”x9” Trade Paperback, 326 pages
ISBN: 978-0-615-95814-9 (paperback)
ISBN: 978-1-311-42128-9 (epub)
ASIN: B00IFRFCD0 (Kindle)
REVIEW COPIES AND INTERVIEWS AVAILABLE
-EndsAUTHOR'S LINKS
Email: email@lisamgreen.com
Website: lisamgreen.com
Facebook: /AuthorLMGreen
Twitter: @AuthorLMGreen
Instagram:
Pinterest:

Endorsements & Testimonials
"Many great novelists have delved into parallels of modern
myth in works of fantasy, and Green should be commended
for creating a tale worth telling around any campfire or with
any flashlight under the covers"
—M.J. Moores, Infinite Pathways

"Spending a great deal of time in various writing circles helps
one develop a 'nose' for who’s serious about their writing
success, and who merely 'dabbles' or attempts self publishing
for that alleged 'easy way out'....No doubt Lisa is the former—
strong and serious with a eye on success..."
— Kimberly Grenfell, Imagination Ether Press
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Excerpt from The First
by Lisa M. Green
from Chapters 28 and 29
The air is full of noise in the utter silence. The wind whispering, yet there is no wind. Faint, so very faint, yet so very loud I feel as if my ears
might rupture from the pressure.
A sudden fierce chill skirts across my skin, moving from a crawl to swiftly envelop my entire body in a fevered embrace that I cannot fight my
way out of, a sheen of sweat already forming before I can speak.
Eyes.
Red, glowing eyes. Hovering, suspended in mid-air as if separated from any part of the natural world. But I know better.
And I know we don’t stand a chance.
Run run run run run run run run run run run run run—
My mind screams, begs, pleads. In the space of time between the flash of an eyelid and the breath that has lodged itself halfway to my lungs,
impotent in providing any necessary air, the others are awakened with what seems to be an invisible hand floating across the camp. All at
once, they are on their feet, some grabbing packs, others taking off in a blind panic. But we are all on the run now.
Run run run run run—
I can barely make out the shapes of the others in the moonless night, but I feel Bhradon’s presence nearby as we run for our lives. I want to
find Mori, to scream out his name, to assure myself that he is one of the dark forms in front of me. But I know that this would be a deadly
mistake. For all of us.
Before long, a gurgling sound reaches my ears, and a wave of relief washes over me for no apparent reason. Maybe, just maybe, the Shadow
can’t follow us into the water. Almost as quickly, the thought vanishes. My parents were killed as they attempted to rescue two young boys from
the Shadows.
They were all in the water.
We continue a path along what I can only discern as the water’s edge by sound alone. Nothing is coming to me: no plan, no thought, no action.
The gurgling sound is suddenly replaced by a thunderous crashing cacophony that envelops the night air, making it hard to think of anything
else. I try to look ahead, but the darkness is absolute. An oblivion of black on black. The figures that I think are Mori and the others begin to
slow down ever so slightly, and I realize that I am doing the same. We can’t keep up this pace forever. The Shadow will reach us eventually. Or
Shadows. There is no way to know how many are actually out there right now. Who knows what levels of endurance they possess?
The deafening roar surrounds us, pounding out an indiscernible rhythm of continuous beats. The thrumming sound is hypnotizing, lulling me
into a dreamy state as my legs persist in moving of their own accord in an attempt at self-preservation. My stubborn mental senses want to
fight this feeling, but it seems as if we’ve been running forever.
Then I hear it.
A piercing scream erupts somewhere in front of me, and I force myself to keep moving forward despite the raging battle in my head. My senses
are shouting at me to turn around or jump into the water. But I don’t know whose voice I heard. Images of Mori being torn to pieces by a
Shadow force my legs to go faster.
Bhradon is right beside me as we come closer to the scene. I still can’t figure out the identity of the shapes, but they are slowing down for some
reason.
Two.
There are two shapes. Someone is missing.
Before I can examine the details any further, a dark form leaps from nowhere, black as night, virtually invisible, a Shadow in the shadows.
It grabs the nearest person, and we stare in horror for a few mute seconds. Then we run.
Only a few strides ahead, I realize the source of the scream from a moment ago.
The ground slips away from underneath my feet, and an identical scream escapes from my throat as I feel myself falling into nothing.
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Reviews for the Book
"a beautifully written novel, original, and a very enjoyable read"
—Ella's Book Reviews
"a sumptuous blend of some familiar books—it has the feel of The
Giver, plus a bit of Wool, all tied up with a very slight smidgen of The
Hunger Games—yet in the end... an entity all its own"
—Imagination Ether Press
"ultimately, it was something very different and yet quite beautiful"
—LizLovesBooks
"an interesting and original novel...Lisa M. Green manages to give us
something better and beyond a simplistic twist... overall this is a
really well-written novel... that will leave you thinking"
—Trollking Book Reviews
"Many great novelists have delved into parallels of modern myth in
works of fantasy, and Green should be commended for creating a tale
worth telling around any campfire"
—Infinite Pathways
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Quotes from the Book
Every shadow condemns us … as we creep along in silent apprehension. Apprehension of
what lies before us, the air pregnant with the anticipation of discovery. Of answers. Of the truth.
Hoping to find those answers, to unearth the real truth. Afraid of finding we are right, hoping we
are wrong. Hoping there is nothing to find.
Only a fool is fooled. And I’m no fool. — Rinni
... you don’t know what it’s like in the trees … Blacker than the sky on a moonless night. Black
so thick you can smell it in the air. Taste it. Feel it. Like it’s a living, breathing thing. — Jocabin
A rise in temperature, a haze in the air: the possibility that this is all just a dream floats by, and I
try to grab onto the idea … The pain and the hurt pushing down, down, still further down until I
feel I might choke on the bitter taste of my own sorrow and my own personal regrets.
People don’t go around keeping secrets that don’t contain something of substance. — Gani
Never forget that life is rarely easy, and decisions rarely simple … The right decision isn’t
always the best decision. — Gani
Rain. Not a storm but a downpour, droplets edging down my already blurred vision, obscuring
the line between nature’s sorrow and my own tears
The trees, the wind, whispering in my ear. The sentiments vulgar and full of hatred, shockingly
violent. A hoarse, throaty gurgle reaches the apex of my senses, and I realize it is laughter.
A deathly silence follows us, surrounds us, closes in on us. Silence that is deafening in its
intensity, a booming nothingness that reverberates in my ears until I feel as if my head will burst
from the acoustic void.
I try to look ahead, but the darkness is absolute. An oblivion of black on black.

***For quotes with no character attribution, the words are part of the first-person narrative.
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